09/24/2001 11:48 + 



STEINS ASSOCIATES 



PAGE 01 




A 



MISSION VALLfY: 

2333 Camino M Rio South 

Suite 120 

S8ilO»08O,CA 9210$ 
(619)692*2004 
(619) 692-2003 (fax) 



kSOCIAXES 



FAX COVER PAGE 



ORANGE COUNTY: 
23046 Avwilda da !■ Caflda 
Suite 600 

Uguna Hitle. CA 92663 
<714) 549-1198 
(714) 540-1197 (te) 



To: 



Fax Number: b^hl^l^-^^ij 
Date/Time: 



From: Karl M. Steins 
Attorney at Law 

Fax Number (619) 692-2003 / (714) 549-1197 



Subject: t>\/[l$ )'^^ 



_PageB including this cover sheet 



or«nii|y nwMd abov*. Itth. reader of thistomesw* ''"^''"'.'^SlSli^An^^ 

linendgd ndpiMit, you are heretiy rwrtlflfld that you am In PWMMto" to «nJn oitataal fex 
dbwmlnsatlon. dWributon or copying of thi» ocmmunicrton is srreiCTLV WOHIBITCarflu "»J^^^^^^^ to rwum tt» ortglnal fex 
moegage to tiwaandof It th<* Yourcocpyiion » acowcaaaa 



09/24/2081 11:48 + 



STEINS ASSOCIATES 



PAGE 02 



SANDIEGQ 
2333 WONO d£L RIO SOUTH 

SUITE ^20 
SAN DIEOa CAUFORNtA 92108 

ma>HONC: (619)692-2004 
PACStMW^ (619^692-2003 



STEINS & ASSOCIATES 

PATENTS, TOADEMABRS, COPYBKSHTS, TRADE SECRETS 
&MAtt: fn^^Mein»-pa<Mls.oam 
WEBSITE: http:/Awww.sl«ln0-pQeems.cam 



23046 AV^NIDAPELA CARLGrTA 

soriEsoo 

LAGUNAHILL&» CALIFORNIA 92653 
FAC5WILE: 1714)549-1197 



September 24, 2001 



U.S. Patefit and Trademark Office 
Brian A. Zimmerman, Primary Examiner 
Group Art Unit: 2635 
Washington, D,C, 20231 



Re: U.S. Patent Application for "Imprt>ved Standby Mode for Infrared Data 
Transceivers^ 

Serial No: 09/135,154, Filed: 8/17/98 



Dear Examiner Zimmerman: 

As we discussed today on the telephone, please accept this letter as a request for 
telephone interview upon your return to the office on or about Tuesday, October 9, 2001. 
In the event that your plans change, please contact me at your convenience. 

In advance of our discussion, and in the interest of expediting our interview, I will 
summarize today's discussion: 

I contacted you in order to provide you with an alternate perspective on the Applicant's 
invention as it relates to the two references cited and the IrDA Specification, namely: 

1 , My client's device solves a pnDblem with the IrDA specification. The IrDA 
"Discovery Signal" has a particular frequency and content that identifies it as such. 
According to the IrDA specification, devices respond to a received Discovery signal 
by beginning a "handshake." The problem with the IrDA Specification is that there is 
no provision for devices to remain in a low-power-demand or standby state unless 
their Ir receive system is turned completely off. Applicant's device and system solves 
this by providing an IrDA-compliant device that responds uniquely to a received 
Discovery signal, namely, it switches from a low-power-demand state to a full- 
power-demand state. , „ 1. J * ♦ 

2. The j^fiMez: device is not IrDA-compUant, or at least it^s'Svake-up method is not 

IrDA-compliant, and therefore it docs not solve the problem with the IrDA 
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specification. Since the Kohler device is unable to detennine whether an incident Ir 
Jgnal is an IrDA-compliant Discovery signal, it wiU not respond any differently to it 
tlSn it would to any other incident Ir signal - it will wake up first, and tfien attempt to 
interpret the nature of future incident signals. Again, Ksblsr fails to solve the 
deficiency in thelrDA specification. . -rt. 

3 The SeM device is also not IrDA-compliant b its "sleep mode ' of operation. The 
Selin "sleep mode" is characterized by the device "receiving" for a short time at 
intervals, between which the device docs not receive any signals at aU. The 
Selin device fails to solve the deficiency in the IrDA specification because unless it is 
"wceiving," (at full power) it will not respond to an incident IrDA-corapbant 
Discovery signal. 

Hopefully this new characterization of the case and the references will lead to your 
agreement with me that AppUcant's device is novel and nonobvious. I look forward to 
discussing this case with you further on or about the 9' . 
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